[image: ]Cambridge Academy Band
Dear Cambridge Academy Band Parents,
We are off to a good, but slow start with our new band program. There are a few things you can do to help us progress more quickly.
· Be sure your child has all the supplies they need for their instrument
· Reeds (clarinets, oboe & Saxophones)
· Cleaning swabs (woodwind instruments)
· Valve oil (trumpet)
· Mallets & sticks (percussion)
· Be sure your child has their book for class
· Essential Elements book 1 (can be purchased at Fretworks)
· Send the instrument & book to class each week.
· Wednesday (6th grade) or Thursday (8th grade)
· Encourage your child to practice at home
· All students received a practice chart in class yesterday. This will be collected for a grade each Thursday.
· Students have their first graded playing test next week. They are working to learn #14 on Page 7 of our method book. 
· Show an interest in your child’s learning
· Avoid making negative comments about their first sounds. I promise it will get better!
· Read the first few pages in their method book. You will learn about the instrument, the proper way to assemble and play the instrument
· Try playing the instrument. It is fun and you may gain a better appreciation of what challenges your child is facing.
Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to schedule some one-on-one time for me to work with your child. 
Sincerely,
Becky Gardner
bgardner@cambridgeacademy.org
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